
The most human thing 

we can do is comfort the 

afflicted and afflict the 

comfortable 

 

Clarence Darrow 



Korea Overview 

Identity, History and Politics 



Map of Korea Today 

 



Hangul:  The Korean Alphabet 



The South Korean Flag 

ÂWhite = peace and purity.  

ÂYin-Yang symbol = opposites, all things in the 

universe have two, opposite aspects. 

ÂThe broken bars symbolize yin (dark and 

cold) and the unbroken bars symbolize yang 

(bright and hot).  



Heaven = three unbroken bars 

Earth = three broken bars 

Water = one unbroken line between two broken 

bars 

Fire = one broken bar between two unbroken 

bars.  

 

The trigrams are placed in such a way that they 

balance one another, heaven is placed opposite 

Earth, and fire is placed opposite water.  

TRIGRAMS 



The North Korean Flag 

ÂBlue: desire for Peace 

ÂRed: revolutionary spirit 

ÂWhite: purity, dignity, strength 

ÂStar: Korean Workerôs Party 

ÂWhite disc: universe 



South Korean money today 

ÂMoney is called Won 

ÂExchange rate is about 1000 to 1USD 



North Korean Money 

ÂCalled Won 

ÂExchange rate: 2.15 to 1USD 



TO DO 

ÅSubscribe to the Korea Institute for Health and 
Social Affairs (KIHASA) electronic newsletter 
at:  http:// e-letter.kihasa.re.kr/subscribe01.jsp 

 

http://e-letter.kihasa.re.kr/subscribe01.jsp
http://e-letter.kihasa.re.kr/subscribe01.jsp
http://e-letter.kihasa.re.kr/subscribe01.jsp
http://e-letter.kihasa.re.kr/subscribe01.jsp


TO DO 

ÅFLIGHT ARRIVAL INFORMATION 

ÅMEDIA WAIVER FORM 

ÅCONFIDENTIAL FORM FOR ME 

ÅROOMMATE MATCHING QUESTIONNAIRE 

ÅINTRODUCTIONS 



PHOTOS FOR YONSEI UNIVERSITY ID 



KakaoTalk 

My KakaoTalk ID is 34851 
 
My telephone number is 82 10-4432-8154 
 
Note: 82 is the country code for Korea 
 
 
LOCAL CALLS (once in Korea): 010-4432-8154 



SOUTH KOREA 

DOCUMENTARY  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z8gw5qNr6PU 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z8gw5qNr6PU


Three Kingdoms: Koguryo, Paekche 

and Silla: 3rd Century A.D.. to 668 AD 



Paekche: Tribes in Southwest begin to 

unite around 3rd century A.D. 

Â Threat by Chinese Wei 

dynasty caused tribes 

to unite 

Â Buddhism became 

important 

 



Silla: Unification begun in 57 BC 

ÂGrew in Koreaôs Southeast, separated from 

Paekche (and Chinese influence) by 

mountains 

ÂEngaged in military struggles with Paekche 

and Kaya, absorbing Kaya in the 6th century 

ÂCharacterized by strong, independent 

women, including Queen Sondok (632-647) 

ÂScientific advances, especially in astronomy 

 

 



Silla, 5-6th centuries, Heavenly Horse 

Tomb 

http://www.orientalarchitecture.com/kyongju/HEAVENLY1.htm


Koguryo: Expanded with 

fall of Chinese Han dynasty 

to control Manchuria and 

North Korea by 391AD 

 



Ancient capital of Koguryo (Jip-ahn) 



General Ulichi Mundak, most famous 

Koguryo general (7th century) 



Koguryo Womenôs attire (based on 

cave painting) 



Buddhism was introduced in the 4th 

century 



Confucianism became the basis of 

three kingdomôs governments 



Confucian temple: gate and mortuary 

house 



Confucian academy in present day 

North Korea 



Unified Silla Kingdom: 668-918 



 Silla and the Tang Dynasty of China 

ÂTang helped Silla to conquer first Paekche 

and then Koguryo 

ÂSilla then had to resist Chinese control for the 

next 300 years. 

ÂNew political, legal and educational 

institutions 

ÂDomestic and foreign trade (China and 

Japan) flourished 

ÂMedicine, astronomy and math flourished 



Buddha sculptures 



Sokkuram Grotto 



Bulgaksa Temple 



Plan of Bulgaksa 



Bulgaksa Temple 


