
Writing is no trouble: you 
just jot down ideas as they 
occur to you. The jotting 

down is simplicity itself - it 
is the occurring which is 

difficult 

Stephen Leacock 
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Korea 1960 to present 

- Compressed modernity 
- Hyper-development 

 
- Rapid urbanization, industrialization… 

social change 



SOUTH KOREA 

DOCUMENTARY 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z8gw5qNr6PU 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z8gw5qNr6PU


LIFE CYCLE 

What is age? What is aging? 
 
Life cycle model is common 
 
Age and aging as socially constructed [UN 
definition] 
 
Individual aging vs. population aging 
 
 



CONCEPT OF THE LIFE COURSE 

A patterned sequence of experiences influenced by aspects of age 

such as maturity, decline, generation, survival, and the life cycle  

Life follows an age related pattern 

 



THE LIFE COURSE 

 

1. Childhood 

 

2. Adolescence 

 

3. Young Adulthood 

 

4. Middle Age 

 

 

 



5. Late Maturity and Old Age 

Older people are an increasing percentage of the 

population 

Young-old (65-74 yrs) 

Middle-old (75-84 yrs) 

Old-old (85+ yrs) 

 



AGE 

Chronological age is a key characteristic of individuals.  

 

The media often reports the age of public figures, such as athletes, 

politicians, actors and performers, and criminals.  

 

Age is used to limit the rights of individuals to engage in a variety of activities 

from getting married, drinking a glass of beer, and voting in an election, 

military service, etc. 



USE OF AGE 

Governments use age to determine when children must start elementary 

school, when teenagers and young people may have sex, sign a contract, 

and a many other activities.  

 

In later life, age determines eligibility for retirement pensions, old age 

security benefits, subsidized drug care, and keeping a driver’s license.  
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SOUTH KOREA DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE –  
1990, 2010, 2030 and 2050 
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Population Structures by Age and Sex 
Millions 

15 10 5 0 5 10 1515 10 5 0 5 10 15

1950 2000 

Male Female Male Female 

Age 

Source: World Population Prospects: The 2004 Revision (2005). 

China’s Age Distribution 
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South Korea: Fertility rates – 1955 to 2013 
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Reached Year Time Taken 

Country 7% 14% 20% 7%→14% 14%→20% 

France 1864 1979 2019 115 40 

Sweden 1887 1972 2011 85 39 

Australia 1939 2012 2030 73 18 

USA 1942 2014 2030 72 16 

Italy 1927 1988 2008 61 20 

UK 1929 1976 2020 47 44 

Germany 1932 1972 2010 40 38 

Japan 1970 1994 2006 24 12 

Korea 2000 2019 2026 19 7 

China 1995 2025 2035 30 10 

Canada 1943 2011 2041 68 30 

Years required to reach  selected percentages of 
population 65 and over  

Source: Korea National Statistical Office and various 
country statistical projections 
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Seoul subway poster 



Korea Institute  for Health and Social Affairs 16 

○ International Comparison of Income Sources 
among the Elderly over 65  
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Population aging, 1950-2050 
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http://www.worldlifeexpectancy.com/canada-population-pyramid 

 

http://www.worldlifeexpectancy.com/canada-population-pyramid
http://www.worldlifeexpectancy.com/canada-population-pyramid
http://www.worldlifeexpectancy.com/canada-population-pyramid
http://www.worldlifeexpectancy.com/canada-population-pyramid
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http://www.worldlifeexpectancy.com/south-korea-population-pyramid 

 

http://www.worldlifeexpectancy.com/south-korea-population-pyramid
http://www.worldlifeexpectancy.com/south-korea-population-pyramid
http://www.worldlifeexpectancy.com/south-korea-population-pyramid
http://www.worldlifeexpectancy.com/south-korea-population-pyramid
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DEPENDENCY RATIO 





DEPENDENCY RATIO 

Old-Age Dependency Ratio for Canada 

        “Elderly” persons 65 and over (4.7 million) 

        Working age persons 15-64 (23.8 million) 

Age Dependency Ratio 

 

 0-19yrs  +  65+yrs 

 20-64yrs 

4.7 million / 23.8 million  =  0.20  or   20% or  1 out of 5  or 1:5 

 

There are there are 20 people 65 years or older for every 100 people 

15 to 64 years old 









Dependency is complex and multi-faceted and many 

things other than age determine whether a person is 

‘dependent’ or not.  

 

It is possible to be non-economically active 

(“retired”) but be providing goods and services, such 

as taking care of others 

 

Non-economically active (“retired”) people do not 

rely on the state, but have their own financial 

resources, such as savings, pensions, etc. 



“DEMOGRAPHIC DIVIDEND” 

Small number of older and small number of 
younger people 
 
Large number of working age people 
 
Economic and demographic “sweet spot” 









DEVELOPED AND DEVELOPING 

NATIONS 

Gro Harlem Brundtland, former Director-
General of the World Health Organization, has 
noted: “While the developed countries 
became rich before they became old, the 
developing countries will become old before 
they become rich.” 



The history of modern welfare states generally begins with public 

provisions for those who are “old and possibly alone in a wage 

labor economy” (Finer, 2000, p. 17).  

 In 1889, Germany became the first nation in the world to adopt an 

old-age social insurance programme. It was designed by 

Germany’s Chancellor at the time, Otto von Bismarck. 

Set 70 as the age of eligibility, which was reduced to 65 in 1916 























DEFINITION OF PUBLIC POLICY  
 

 
“A course of action (or inaction) chosen by the state to 

address a problem or interrelated set of problems”  

 
“What government does (or does not do) and how it does it” 
 
“Public policy is the system of laws, regulatory measures,  

courses of action, programs, and funding priorities by 

government”  

 

“Whatever governments choose to do or not do.”  



PUBLIC POLICY 

“policy-making is not…simply a matter of problem-solving, of 

taking some common goal and seeking the ‘best’ or most 

cost effective ‘solution.’  

It is rather a matter of choice in which resources are limited 

and in which goals and objectives differ and cannot easily be 

weighed against each other. Hence, policy-making is a matter 

of conflict”  

 – Richard Simeon 
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Dimensions of public policy: 

1) scope -- On what matters does government make decisions? 

 

2) distributive -- To what extent does policy re-distribute from 

the wealthy to the poor? 

 

1) means – What policy instruments, techniques, tools does the 

government have? 

 

 



POLICY 

INSTRUMENTS 

Example: What policy should the government have to ensure 

Canadians have sufficient money for retirement? 

 

1. Privatize – leave this to the market and individuals – no 

role for the state (saving for retirement is a purely private 

decision and action) 



POLICY 

INSTRUMENTS 

2. Symbolic Response – “Yes, people should save!” 

3. Exhortation – persuasion – running ads, providing 

information about the importance of saving for retirement  

4. Tax Expenditures – use of tax credits of deductions – if 

you contribute money to an RRSP you don’t have to pay tax 

on that money (so you pay less tax overall) 



POLICY 

INSTRUMENTS 

5. Public Expenditures – creating programs 

such as Old Age Security and the 

Guaranteed Income Supplement (use 

money collected from taxes and 

redistribute) 

6. Regulation – passing laws that require 

(force) people to save (Canada Pension 

Plan) 



Collecting data through interviews 

• What to think of  
– Maintain a friendly and non-threatening 

climate 
• Ask “how” questions rather than “why” 

– Different types of interviews 
• Open-ended 
• Focused interview 
• Structured questions (compare with 

surveys) 
• Why use interviews 

– Captures data not recorded on paper and 
otherwise 



Collecting data through direct 
observations 

• What to observe 

– Meetings, Factory work, Classrooms, Conditions 
of buildings, Work space, How people dress, etc. 

• What to think of  

– Decide on level of formality 

• Observational protocols 

• Direct observations taking notes 

• Less formal observations 

• Why use direct observations 

– Useful in providing additional information and 
understanding of the case 



Collecting data through direct 
observations 

• Beware of 

– Capturing events with cameras etc may 
require written permission 

– Single observers may miss important events 



Collecting data through participant-
observations 

• What to think of  

– Decide on what roles to assume (special mode 
of direct observations) 

• Why use participant-observation 

– Gives access to events and data otherwise 
inaccessible 

– Reality is perceived from within  

– Gives the observer ability to manipulate minor 
events 



Collecting data from physical 
artifacts 

• Examples 

– Technological devices, Tools or instruments, 
Works of art 

• What to think of  

– Collected or observed as part of an 
(direct/participant/historical) observation 

– Plan the collection of data from physical 
artifacts 

• What is really usefull? 

• Why use physical artifacts 

– May include data not found in other ways 

 


